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A Change of Tastes

Anamorphs, The Babysitters Club, and Harry Potter.  That was pretty much the extent of my library when I was a preteen and young teenager.  I didn’t really feel a desire to read many books outside of what I read for book reports, and even then I wasn’t very aware of the different genres that were out there.  Then one day, when I was 15, I went to see Pride and Prejudice in the theater with my friends.  I fell in love with the story and immediately decided to read the novel.  I was blown away by it.  The language and style was like nothing I’d ever read before.  From that point onward I was resolved to read as much classic literature as I could.  My whole outlook on reading had changed.

My visual literacy narrative is meant to represent the fact that Jane Austen influenced my interests and abilities in writing by inspiring me to read other classic novels.  I tried to achieve this representation by dividing the image into two parts.  The first part, on the left, represents my discovery of the books written by Jane Austen.  The second, on the right, represents my interest in other classic novels due to the said discovery.  In between the two portions there is an arrow indicating a transition from Jane Austen to the “love of the classic novel.”  This is to show the effect that Jane Austen books have had on me.

I chose to use an image of an English countryside for the background of the visual.  In doing this, I hoped to get the audience into the setting of a Jane Austen novel.  I hoped that, by portraying the scenery my mind’s eye had created when reading novels such as Emma, I could make the audience understand how the books had made me feel and why I appreciate them so much.

In the first section of the visual, I placed a portrait of Jane Austen.  I positioned it in the center of that section so that it might be clear that Jane Austen is the basis of my thesis.  I also emphasized this by adding a title, “Jane Austen” to that section.  Around the center portrait of Jane Austen I placed several images of different books that she has written.  The pictures are smaller than the main image and are arranged so as to not take away from the emphasis of the portrait.  These images are of different covers of some novels that Jane Austen has written.  I added them to hopefully more strongly support the main idea.  To do this, I also added a quote from the book Pride and Prejudice: “A lady’s imagination is very rapid; it jumps form admiration to love, from love to matrimony, in a moment.”  I believe that this particular quote gives a good example of what the main themes typically are in Jane Austen novels, silly women and girls doing silly things in the name of love.

On the second half of my visual I chose to illustrate the types of classic novels I have become interested in.  To signify that this was a slightly different motif from the rest of the visual I created a semitransparent background.  This background is of an antique lace that seemed reminiscent of the time period.  To make my argument more clear, I put the words “love of the classic novel” across the section.  I hoped that by doing this, the audience would then understand that it was the books of Jane Austen that lead to my appreciation of classic novels.  Also on this half of the visual, I added four images of novels that I have since become appreciative of: Les Miserables, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, To Kill a Mockingbird, and Moby Dick.

Also, each of the images I added has some kind of embellishment added to them, either a border or shadow.  These were done to make sure that the images stood out from the background and were clearly seen.  I also added the borders to the images of Jane Austen and her novels to create a sense of formality and propriety that was so prominent in the culture she lived in and, likewise, the culture illustrated in her books.

If it hadn’t been for the writings of Jane Austen, my library never would have extended past the walls of the teen drama and science fiction novel.  Thankfully, I did read Pride and Prejudice, and other Jane Austen novels also.  I have now discovered a passion for uncovering the forgotten language of “Proper English” that hides itself between the pages of classic novels.  The books of my past now seem all but obsolete. 

